
Category

FREQUENT                        

Likely to occur 

immediately or in a 

short period of 

time; expected to 

occur frequently

LIKELY                

Quite Likely to 

Occur in Time

OCCASIONAL                 

May Occur in Time

SELDOM                 

Not Likely to 

Occur but Possible

UNLIKELY      

Unlikely to Occur

CATASTROPHIC                                             

May Result in Death E E H H M
CRITICAL                                                      

May Cause Severe Injury, major 

property damage, significant financial 

loss, and/or result in negative 

publicity for the organization and/or 

institution

E H H M L

MARGINAL                                                  

May Cause minor injury, illness, 

property damage, financial loss 

and/or result in negative publicity for 

the organization and/or the 

institution

H M M L L

NEGLIGBLE                                                      

Hazard presents a minimal threat to 

safety, health and well-being of 

particpants; trivial

M L L L L

RISK DEFINITIONS

E Extremely High Risk

H High Risk

M Moderate Risk

L Low Risk

Activities in this category contain potentially serious risks that are likely to occur. Application of proactive risk 

management strategies to reduce risk is advised. Organizations should consider ways to modify or eliminate 

unacceptable risks.

Activities in this category contain some level of risk that is unlikely to occur. Organizations should consider what can be 

done to manage the risk to prevent any negative outcomes.

Activities in this category contain minimal risk and are unlikely to occur. Organizations can proceed with these activities 

as planned.
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PROBABILITY THAT SOMETHING WILL GO WRONG

Many events, without proper planning, can have unreasonable levelsof risk. However, by 

applying risk management strategies you can reduce the risk to an acceptable level.

Activities in this category contain unacceptable levels of risk, including catastrophic critical injuries that are highly likely 

to occur. Organizations should consider whether they should eliminate or modify activities that still have an “E” rating 

after applying all reasonable risk management strategies.


